
SPUD SPEEDWAY 
August 15 Post-Race Management Review & Announcements 

Following the completion of the Machias Savings Bank Triple 50 on Saturday, August 15, 
Spud Speedway management reviewed several situations from the evening that required 
follow-up. 

We believe it is important to communicate these decisions openly with our competitors 
and fans. Some involve penalties, one involves competition adjustments, and another 
involves clarification of a safety concern raised following the event. 

Racing is competitive, emotional, and constantly evolving. Our responsibility as 
management is to make decisions that protect safety, sportsmanship, competitive 
balance, and the overall quality of our racing program. 

After reviewing the circumstances surrounding each matter, the following decisions have 
been made. 

 

STREET STOCK #16 – IAN BUBAR 
Disqualification & One-Race Suspension 

During the Street Stock feature, multiple on-track issues occurred involving the #16 car. 
Following an incident involving the race leader and the #16, which was a lapped car at the 
time, Race Control attempted to communicate with the #16 regarding the proper restart 
position. 

The driver did not respond to repeated direction from the Race Director, requiring officials 
to stop the #16 on track to determine why those instructions were not being followed. 
Officials then discovered that the #16 was competing without the required receiver/race 
communication equipment. 

Receivers are required safety equipment under the Spud Speedway rules and provide Race 
Control with the ability to communicate cautions, positioning instructions, track 
conditions, and other important information directly to competitors. 

Upon discovering the violation, the Race Director disqualified the #16 and instructed the 
driver to park for the remainder of the event. Earlier in the race, while multiple laps down, 
the #16 had been involved in contact with the race leader that resulted in an accident, 
ending the leader’s race and causing significant damage to their car. 



The situation was further escalated when the Race Director explained the violation and the 
decision to park the car. The driver’s response included yelling vulgar language at the Race 
Director in an area where spectators, including families and children, could hear the 
exchange. 

After review, the following penalties have been issued to Ian Bubar, driver of the #16: 

• Disqualification from the August 15 Street Stock feature 
• One-race suspension, to be served at the next Spud Speedway event in which the 

driver would otherwise be eligible to compete 

Required safety equipment is not optional, and respectful conduct toward race officials is 
expected regardless of disagreements or emotions surrounding an incident. 

 

STREET STOCK #51 TEAM 
Team Member Suspension & Team Probation 

During the Street Stock feature, the #51 car was involved in an unfortunate on-track 
incident that left the vehicle incapacitated near the pit entrance road. Assistance from 
Mark’s Towing & Recovery was required to safely move the vehicle and clear the area. 

While attempting to assist, Mark’s Towing owner Mark Nadeau was approached by a 
member of the #51 team and subjected to an inappropriate and unnecessary verbal 
confrontation. 

Regardless of the frustration surrounding an accident or damaged race car, this type of 
conduct toward someone who is working to assist our competitors and Speedway will not 
be tolerated. 

Following review, Spud Speedway management has issued the following: 

• A meeting  with the person involved, Mark Nadeau, and a track official at the next 
event to meet and apologize and work things out prior to the race. 

• The #51 team is placed on probation for the remainder of the 2026 racing 
season. 

• Any further inappropriate outburst or disrespectful conduct by a member of the #51 
team toward race officials, staff, volunteers, safety personnel, towing personnel, or 
event support staff may result in automatic disqualification from that day’s event 
and possible suspension from future events. 

We understand that emotions run high in racing, particularly following an accident. 
However, frustration does not excuse disrespectful or abusive treatment of the people who 
are there trying to help. 



 

SPUD LITES #00 & #00X 
Competition Rules Adjustment – Effective August 30 

Spud Speedway management has also continued to evaluate competitive balance within 
the Spud Lites Division. 

Over the past several seasons, one race team utilizing multiple cars and drivers has 
demonstrated a significant performance advantage. Previous weight adjustments have 
been made in an effort to maintain competitive balance. Following the August 15 event, 
management determined that additional adjustments are necessary. 

During the August 15 event, the #00 and #00X demonstrated lap times approaching one 
full second per lap faster than much of the field, with both cars ultimately able to lap the 
field. 

We recognize that this performance may result from driver ability, equipment quality, 
chassis setup, preparation, or a combination of those factors. These adjustments are not 
intended as criticism of the team’s success or preparation. Successful teams deserve 
recognition for the work that produces that success. At the same time, Speedway 
management has a responsibility to maintain reasonable competitive balance throughout 
a division. 

Beginning with the August 30 event, the following competition adjustments will apply 
specifically to Spud Lites cars #00 and #00X: 

1. Additional 100 lbs. of Ballast 

An additional 100 pounds must be added to the right side of each car. 

The ballast must be mounted to the far outside edge of the passenger-side floorboard in 
the middle-to-rear seat area, securely bolted in place, and painted white so it can be 
easily identified during technical inspection. 

2. Maximum Wheel Camber – 3% 

Maximum allowable wheel camber will be reduced from 5% to 3% on all four wheels. 

3. Maximum Left-Side Weight – 50% 

Maximum allowable left-side weight percentage will be reduced from 55% to 50%. 

These changes are intended to reduce the handling and overall speed advantage while 
allowing both cars to continue competing within the Spud Lites Division. 



These are competition-balancing adjustments and remain subject to review. Following 
the August 30 event, management will evaluate lap times and overall performance. If the 
adjustments prove excessive, they may be reduced. If they are insufficient, additional 
adjustments may be considered. 

The goal is not to eliminate a make or model, penalize success, or prevent a talented driver 
or team from winning. The goal is to maintain a reasonable level of competition and 
provide quality racing for competitors and fans alike. 

 

STREET STOCK #18 – KEAGAN KINNEY 
Safety Equipment Clarification – No Violation 

Following Saturday night’s event, a concern was brought to management’s attention 
regarding Street Stock third-place finisher Keagan Kinney. 

In the Victory Lane photograph, Keagan was not wearing a fire suit. Because an approved 
fire suit is required safety equipment under Spud Speedway rules, management took the 
concern seriously and followed up to determine whether Keagan had competed without 
the required equipment. 

After speaking with the competitor and confirming the circumstances with the Speedway 
announcer who interviewed him following the race, it was determined that Keagan did 
wear his required fire suit while competing. 

Immediately after exiting the race car, Keagan removed his fire suit before going to the 
Victory Lane interview and photograph. Our announcer also confirmed that he waited for 
Keagan to remove the suit before conducting the interview. 

Therefore, no safety violation occurred and no penalty will be issued to Keagan Kinney 
or the #18 team regarding this matter. 

We appreciate that the concern was brought forward. Safety equipment requirements 
apply to every competitor, and when a legitimate question is raised, Speedway 
management has a responsibility to review it. In this instance, that review confirmed that 
the required safety equipment was being worn while the competitor was on track. 

 

MOVING FORWARD 
We recognize that this is a significant amount of information following one race weekend. 
These decisions were not made lightly, nor are they intended to create unnecessary 
controversy. 



Our responsibility is to make decisions that we believe are in the best interest of safety, 
fair competition, sportsmanship, our competitors, our staff and volunteers, and the 
fans who support Spud Speedway. 

Racing will always involve emotion. There will be disagreements with calls, frustration 
following accidents, disappointment when rules are adjusted, and nights when things 
simply do not go as planned. That is part of competition. 

What cannot change is our expectation that required safety equipment is used, officials 
and support personnel are treated with respect, and competitors conduct themselves in a 
manner that represents the sport appropriately. 

Our officials, safety personnel, towing crews, staff, and volunteers put significant time and 
effort into making these events possible. They deserve respect while doing their jobs. 
Likewise, our competitors deserve a Speedway that is willing to address concerns, review 
situations fairly, and make adjustments when necessary. 

We will continue to review our decisions, learn from each event, and make changes when 
we believe they are necessary for the long-term health of racing at Spud Speedway. 

Thank you to our competitors, crews, staff, volunteers, sponsors, and fans for your 
continued support and cooperation. 

Spud Speedway Management 


